
Adhering Elements with Beeswax

Beeswax is a cool medium that can be used for so 
many things in your art that we can’t even count 

them all! In this technique tutorial, Josie Cirincione 
shows you how to attach collage elements to one 
another using beeswax—but you’ll learn so much 

more.

Josie Cirincione, author of 
Collage Lost and Found, 
uses beeswax to attach 
elements of her collages to 
one another, but you’ll see 
her use beeswax in a variety 
of other intriguing manners, 
too. Beeswax can be used as 
a surfacing agent, a textural 
element, even an accent 
element. The sky’s the limit! 
She also offers tips and hints 
and about where to find 
appropriate supplies and 
how best to work with this old-
is-new-again medium.

To learn more about or purchase 
Collage Lost and Found by Josie 
Cirincione, click here.
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what the       
  layers reveal

My favorite type of collage to make combines melted 
beeswax with tailor’s patterned tissue paper. I love the transparent, though 
slightly hazy, quality of the beeswax and the natural soft yellow color it 
offers. You can control the level of transparency by the amount of hot wax 
you add or remove. I like to work the printed tailor’s marks on the pattern 
tissue into the composition. It creates a feeling of a story behind the image. 
Beeswax will accept rubber-stamped images, and you can use beeswax to 
adhere small, three-dimensional objects.

hot pot 
(like a Crock-Pot)

beeswax

canvas board

foam brush

paint palette

acrylic paint, two colors 
(one lighter, one darker)

paper towels

heat gun (optional)

patterned tissue 
(such as a dress pattern)

craft brush

tape

quilting iron

paper collage elements

rubber stamps and inkpad 
(optional)

(adhering elements with beeswax)

basic needs

hidden treasure
The women of today don’t make their clothes 
as often as the two or three generations that 
preceeded them did. That doesn’t mean the 
Butterick patterns that they used can’t still be 
put to good use today—in creative collage work! 
If there’s not a stockpile already in the drawers 
of your mother’s sewing room (or she actually 
wants to keep using them!) check your local 
thrift store.

It’s also fun to dress up blank gift tissue by 
typing on it with a typewriter, or stamping it 
with permanent ink.
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1.   Plug in your hot pot and fill it with beeswax, so 
it can begin melting. Start with either a canvas 
board or a piece of linen matboard. Use a foam 
brush to cover the board with the lighter-colored 
acrylic paint, then use paper towels to wipe and 
blot off a good deal of the paint. Add the darker 
color over the top of the first coat, but only in 
sections. Wipe off this color as well. Let the 
board dry thoroughly, or dry it with a heat gun. 

2.   Lay patterned tissue paper over your board 
where you want the pattern to be. Look for tis-
sue that complements your composition. Using a 
craft brush, apply a layer of melted beeswax over 
the tissue. Cover the entire board.

3.   Wrap excess tissue around the back of the board 
and secure with tape. Using a quilting iron, 
smooth the wax over the board to reveal more of 
the texture and the printing on the tissue. Scrape 
up the excess wax and put it back in the hot pot.

4.   Remove as much or as little wax as you like. I 
like to remove most of the wax.

basic needs
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5.   Cut out collage elements you want to add. 
Set an image on the board (it will stick 
naturally). Then brush over the element 
with beeswax.

6.   Go back with the quilting iron and 
remove the excess wax. Be careful not 
to remove too much wax, or you may 
remove part of the image. If desired, bur-
nish parts of the image with your fingers 
to make it shiny.

7.   You can stamp on the wax also, if you 
like, using permanent ink.
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i used an optical lens and its metal frame to accent my primary point of interest. this beeswax collage features a 1950s image over an assortment of early 1900s minia-ture playing cards. you could reduce stan-dard cards on a copier to create a similar effect. strategically placed pattern tissue adds an additional element of fun.

crux de collage
Beeswax for crafting projects is available in brick, sheet and pellet forms. I prefer 
the pellets because it’s easy to control how much I want to use.

When choosing a brush for beeswax collage, save your finer brushes and go for 
the flat bristle, wooden-handle variety. The brush can be used with the beeswax 
multiple times, but getting the wax out of the brush so you can use it for other 
projects is impossible. The brushes I use for this type of collage are never over a 
dollar each, and I don’t feel bad when I have to throw one away.

Inexpensive Crock-Pots are sold at thrift stores. Whatever kind of hot pot you 
use, you will want to dedicate it to crafts only, and never again use it for food.
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