
Altering Toys

Do you like to bend the rules? Do you have a quirky 
sense of humor? Do you see things just a little bit 
differently than everyone else? If so, you’ll want to 
check out Jane Ann Wynn’s techniques for altering 

everyday items.

Jane Ann Wynn lives in 
a whimsical world where 
ordinary tools and dime-
store toys are re-imagined 
into something completely, 
outrageously unique. One 
common element of her style 
is to find an object, break it 
and put it together again, 
and in this demo, readers will 
learn her unique method, 
featured in the book Altered 
Curiosities, for creating one-of-
a-kind toys.

To learn more about or purchase 
Altered Curiosities by Jane Ann 
Wynn, click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com
Altered Curiosities is published by North Light Books, 

an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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Altering toys is a lot like playing doctor without the ethics 
or rules! I get a thrill from bending the rules of nature by re-
moving a head or a hoof from one toy body and replacing it 
with another, to make something more unique! With the help 
of a craft knife, some modeling putty, a kooky imagination 
and some simple instructions, you can make a one-of-a-kind 
altered toy. Altering toys is a lot like playing doctor without the 
ethics or rules! I get a thrill from bending the rules of nature by 
removing a head or a hoof from one toy body and replacing it 
with another, to make something more unique! With the help 
of a craft knife, some modeling putty, a kooky imagination and 

{2}    Dissect desired area
	 	Using	a	craft	knife,	remove	the	portion	of	the	toy	

(here,	the	head)	that	you	wish	to	alter.

Altering toys is a lot like playing doctor without the 

ethics or rules! I get a thrill from bending the rules 

of nature by removing a head or a hoof from one toy 

body and replacing it with another to make some-

thing more unique! With the help of a craft knife, 

some modeling putty, a kooky imagination and some 

simple instructions, you too can make a one-of-a-

kind altered toy.

Secret Ingredients

plastic toy figures

two-part putty (Kneadatite)

craft knife

needle tool

dressmaker pins

needle-nose pliers

acrylic or enamel paints

detail brushes
{1} Mix up putty
		 	Cut	off	a	small	section	of	the	two-part	putty	and	

begin	kneading	it	together.	When	it’s	mixed,	set	
the	compound	aside.

{3}    Make starter holes
	 	Using	a	needle	tool,	make	some	starter	holes	in	the	

toy	pieces	for	the	pins	that	will	later	hold	the	toy	
pieces	together.
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{4}    Snip pin heads
	 	Remove	the	heads	from	a	couple	dressmaker	

pins	with	a	nipper	or	your	needle-nose	pliers.

{5}   Insert pins
	 	Insert	one	pin	piece	into	one	of	the	toy	pieces	

that	will	be	attached.	Use	pliers	if	necessary.

{7}   Add putty
	 	Using	the	putty	that	was	kneaded	in	step	one,	

begin	filling	in	the	gaps	made	at	the	sites	of	the	
attachments.	A	craft	knife	or	needle	tool	is	help-
ful	for	working	the	putty	into	the	cracks.	Smooth	
putty	over	the	surface	to	make	the	connections	
appear	seamless.	If	needed,	add	texture	to	the	
putty	(such	as	the	indentation	lines	that	sug-
gest	fur)	using	a	needle	tool.	Let	the	toy	cure	for	
about	an	hour.

{8}    Paint the toy
	 	You	can	spray	paint	the	entire	piece	and	then	

add	a	patina	or	touch	up	the	areas	of	putty	with	
acrylic	or	enamel	paint.

{6}   Attach pieces
	 Attach	the	pieces	to	the	toy	base,	making		 	
	 additional	stater	holes	for	second	or	third	pieces		
	 as	necessary.
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