
Creating Encaustic Collages

When it comes to crafting mediums, do you feel like 
you’ve tried it all? How about encaustic painting? 

Have you given that a whirl yet? Because if not, we’re 
betting you’ll love it!

Encaustic is a medium that 
combines beeswax and resin, 
and the resulting art is unique 
to say the least; self-described 
addicts say they love the 
medium’s sweet smell, rich 
colors, unmatchable texture, 
transparency and finish. Susan 
Tuttle, author of Exhibition 36, 
along with artist Sandy Lupton, 
offers a primer on the materials 
and techniques you’ll need to 
get started, along with a gallery 
of samples.

To learn more about or purchase 
Exhibition 36 by Susan Tuttle, click 
here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com
Exhibition 36 is published by North Light Books, an 

imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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When working with encaustics, make certain you are 

in a well-ventilated space, as vapors from melted 

wax are harmful.

-1- First, choose your substrate. You’ll want some-

thing rigid, such as 1/4" (6mm) plywood. Cover your 

work table with freezer paper to protect it. Heat up 

your palette to about 200˚ Fahrenheit (168˚ Celcius). 

-2- Melt your encaustic medium in a small metal 

bowl on the palette. Using a wide flat brush, cover 

your surface with the medium. To fuse the layer 

to your background, heat with a heat gun until 

the surface is slightly shiny.

-3- Let this cool a few moments and then add as 

many layers as you wish. As long as you fuse each 

layer, you can build up your surface to unbelievable 

depths. You can embed objects into your creation at 

any time during the process, followed by more layers 

of encaustic medium and special encaustic paint.

-4- To add color, melt a small amount of encaustic 

paint on your palette, mix the color, and paint just 

like you would with any other paint. Keep your 

brushes soft and pliable while you’re working by 

laying them on the heated palette with the handles 

over the side. This will keep the paint in the bristles 

melted and the handles cool.  

{SPECIAL EFFECTS}

As for having some real fun, the possibilities are 

endless! Scrape, paint, stamp, embed, carve, cover 

and layer until your masterpiece reveals itself. 

Your addiction to encaustic collage has just begun!

• Create amazing marbled effects by melting the 

wax and blowing it around with your heat tool.

• Scrape away layers of wax to reveal what’s

 hidden underneath.

METHOD
People say I’m a little bit hyper. I admit I can’t sit still for 
long and I need constant artistic stimulation; so when I had 
the chance to take an encaustic painting class at a local 
museum, I jumped at it. I’m always looking for something 
to take my mixed-media art to the next level. After a full 
day surrounded by encaustic’s sweet smell, rich colors, 
unlimited texture, transparency and fi nish, I was addicted!

Encaustic medium is a mixture of beeswax and a 
resin hardener. Encaustic paints combine these elements 
with intensely colored pigments. Encaustic medium can 
be combined with any oil-based medium. Wax is a great 
adhesive, so you can embed just about anything into it. You 
can scrape away layers to reveal hidden treasures beneath, 
or add more layers to conceal them. 

Encaustic Coll age
Sandy Lupton

Rigid substrate such as wood or Plexiglas 

freezer paper

palette (inexpensive pancake griddle 

with thermostat)

encaustic medium (read safety 

precautions on product label)

small metal bowls

assorted natural bristle brushes

encaustic paints (please read safety 

precautions on product label) 

heat gun

scraping tools

paraffin wax for cleanup (from the canning 

aisle of the grocery store)

optional: deeply etched rubber stamps, 

collage items, oil pastels, oil paints, oil sticks

Materials
Creating an Encaustic Painting
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I took this “self-portrait” 
as I was canoeing down the 
Delaware River 
with my husband, while I was 
pregnant with 
our son. It was such a beauti-
ful day and the water was so 
smooth; it relaxed every ounce 
of my body and spirit. It was a 
perfect moment of escape from 
the world. This is the spirit I tried to capture 
in this piece, rowing gently through the world. 

• Build up a 

few layers of 

wax, fusing 

between each 

layer, and 

stamp into it 

with a rubber 

stamp while it 

is still slightly 

warm. Let the 

stamp cool 

completely 

before trying 

to remove it. If 

you just can’t wait, put it into the freezer for a few minutes. 

• Carve lines into the wax with any carving tool. Rub oil paint into the lines and remove the excess 

with a soft cloth. Use oil-based rub-ons, oil pastels, oil paints or oil sticks to add color and depth 

to the surface. You can also carve lines into the wax and then add a layer of dark-pigmented 

encaustic paint. When it cools, use a scraping tool to remove the excess. The dark wax stays in 

the lines to create outlines or surface texture.

• Use a grease pencil to draw a picture, pattern, or words on your substrate. 

• Use gold leaf on the surface for some “bling!” 

• Image transfers are easy to do on an encaustic collage. Just lay the toner-based photocopy 

facedown on a warm, waxy surface and burnish down completely. When the wax is cooled, wet the 

photocopy and gently rub off the paper. Continue wetting and rubbing until all the paper is gone, 

and there is nothing left but the image. 

{CLEANUP}

Clean your brushes by dipping them in melted paraffin wax and rubbing the excess color onto 

paper towels. Clean your griddle and tools with paraffin too, then wipe clean with paper towels. 

You need to clean while the griddle is still hot.

{SAFETY}
• Never leave a hot griddle unattended. If you take a break, unplug the griddle and let it cool down.

• Keep a check on your temperature; if your paints and medium are smoking, they are too hot—the 

smoke is bad for your lungs (use encaustic paints and medium in a well-ventilated area). 

• Supervise children and watch out for pets on the table too!

• Never use your griddle for food once you have used it for encaustics.

• Remember, everything is HOT!

summer dream
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Credits
All clip art by Dover Publications:
Rooster and vine: 3,800 Early Advertising Cuts 
by Carol Belanger Grafton
Dragonfl ies, Neptune, horse, bird, leaves: Decoupage, the 
Big Picture Sourcebook by Eleanor Hasbrouck Rawlings

Resources
The Art of Encaustic Painting by Joanne Mattera
R&F Paints: The source for buying encaustic supplies 
(www.rfpaints.com)
Karen Eide—an incredible artist and teacher 
(www.kareneide.com)
Jeff Schaller—my favorite encaustic painter 
(www.pinkcowstudio.com)
Dover Publications—my favorite source for clip art 
(www.doverpublications.com)
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proud bird

bill’s family
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girl’s day out

Here are some of my HOT tips!

• Griddles can be found at thrift stores and 
discount stores for under $20. Be sure to get one with 

a thermometer. The fl at ones work best, but an electric 
skillet will work too.

• Use old paintbrushes (once they go “waxy,” 
they can’t go back!).

• Crayons will work too, but they don’t have the 
intensity or longeveity of encaustic paints.

• When your encaustic art has cooled, polish it with 
a soft cloth to make it “glow.” Polish anytime to 

remove dust and regain that shine.

• Encaustic works can withstand regular 
temperatures, but don’t leave them in the 

sun or the trunk of your car in 
the summertime.

ARTIST’S tip

honey bee
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