
Painting Polymer Clay Tiles

Now the real fun begins! Harkening back to the days 
when you spent hours with your coloring books and 
crayons, Laurie Mika teaches us all we need to know 

about painting handmade polymer clay tiles.

Like “more is more,” for 
example! Sure, Laurie Mika, 
author of Mixed Media 
Mosaics, has tips for painting 
but she also has great 
information to share on 
blending your own colors, 
working with mica and 
gilding, embellishing with 
rhinestones and stamping. 
Variety is the spice of life, after 
all; no need to be stuck with 
boring tiles!

To learn more about or purchase 
Mixed Media Mosaics by Laurie 
Mika, click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com

Mixed Media Mosaics is published by North Light 
Books, an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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Like a coloring book! The scored 

or stamped lines make it easy to paint 

multiple colors on the tile surface. Just 

think of it as filling in the lines.

 Apply base coat
To begin painting the tiles, it’s easiest to do them in batches of 
related colors (for instance, all in combinations of purple, teal, 
periwinkle and magenta). Begin with a base coat of acrylic paint 
that will fill in all of the crevices of the scored lines. Brush paint 
onto either a section or an entire tile, then, with a rag or paper 
towel, dab some of the paint off. Add some of the first color to 
some portion of each of the tiles in the batch.

1

Painting Tiles
Now the fun begins! Mix your favorite colors to create 
groups of color-related tiles. It is good to have dozens 
of different tiles in various colors when you sit down 
to actually plan out your design. Variety is the spice of 
life, and when it comes to putting it all together you 
don’t want to be limited by only having a few color 
groups of tiles. I like to have a variety of tiles so that I 
can juxtapose bold and pastel colors or primary and 
secondary colors. Remember, more is more!

 
 Paint edges
Pick a third color and repeat painting and wiping off 
individual sections. Remember to carry the design over 
the sides of the tiles as well. (You never know which 
tiles might end up on the outside of a piece.)

3 
 Fill in areas
Decide on a second color, and add it to a section of each tile. Wipe 
(or dab) the excess paint off with a rag.

2
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 Create checks
I like to use a lot of black and white checks in my work. To create 
this look, don’t bother painting areas of the tile white if your 
Sculpey is white to begin with! Simply add the black checks with 
a fine detail brush.

 Paint additional areas
For an area of a tile that doesn’t have many score lines, you can 
fill it in with a contrasting color of paint, in whatever manner you 
choose. Here, I am creating my favorite checkerboard pattern, 
using paint that has been watered down to an inky consistency.

54

Mix it up! Try creating new colors to 
add to your batch by mixing together 

the three or four basic colors that you are 
working with in your palette and also by 

adding a touch of white paint.

 Outline in gold
Use a gold gel pen to fill in all of the scored lines. Simply drag the 
pen through the indentation. If you get ink where you don’t want 
it, quickly rub it off.
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 Gild tile edges
Rub ’n Buff can also be applied, but it isn’t as forgiving as the 
powders, so apply lightly because once it is on, it is on! I like to 
add just a bit around the edges. Rub a small amount on with your 
fingers and wipe off the excess with a rag.

8 Apply mica powders
Apply Pearl Ex powder to areas for a nice luster. Before applying 
the powder to the tile, dab it onto your work surface with your 
finger to get any clumps out.

7

 Add dots
Make tiny dots using a Scribbles iridescent paint tube with a tip or 
paint with the end of a small paintbrush.

9
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 Add rhinestones
After your painted tiles are dry, there are 
several additional ways you can continue to 
add interest to them by embellishing them in 
the ways shown here. Add rhinestones with 
just a tiny dot of jewelry glue.

 Stamp over paint
Stamp images onto the tiles using StazOn. 
Remember, you will often only need to ink up 
a portion of the stamp.

11  Add gold details
A gel pen can add great detail such as 
writing, outlining, or making shapes such as 
these swirls.

1210

 Add glaze
Finally, it’s very important to seal your finished painted tiles so all of 
your hard work isn’t scratched or rubbed off. You can use either a 
matte or glossy varnish depending on the look you’d like to achieve.

 Final tiles
Here are two painted tiles with varnish that has dried—one 
matte, the other glossy.
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