
Wire and Bead Basics

Good technique is crucial if you want to make jewelry 
that lasts. So here’s the 411 on the basic techniques 

you’ll need to know to turn your beads and other 
items into beautiful, finished jewelry, compliments of 

Margot Potter.

In this lesson, self-described 
stickler Margot Potter, author 
of Beyond the Bead, teaches 
the basics that must before 
mastered before moving on 
to bigger things. You’ll learn 
everything you need to know 
about crimping, jump rings, 
turning and wrapping loops 
and more. 

To learn more about or purchase 
Beyond the Bead by Margot Potter, 
click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com

Beyond the Bead is published by North Light Books, 
an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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1. Thread wire through 
crimp tube and clasp

Thread the wire into the crimp tube, 
through the clasp and back through 
the crimp tube. 

2. Round crimp tube

Place the tube inside the large hole 
at the front end of the tool and com-
press it into an oval shape. The oval 
shape helps keep the wires separated 
before the final crimping step.

3. Flatten crimp tube

Although the wires will want to 
cross, use your thumb to keep them 
uncrossed so you don’t compromise 
the strength of the crimp-to-clasp con-
nection. Place the oval tube into the 
indented hole at the back end of the 
tool and compress the tube, creating a 
separate chamber for each wire.

Crimping Wire
The most common method 
for attaching wire to a clasp 
is “crimping.” Using a small 
metal bead or tube and a 
crimp tool, you can make 
quick work of this task.  

4. Fold flattened tube in half

Place the flattened crimp tube back 
into the large hole at the front end 
of the tool with the smooth side 
facing the inside jaws of the pliers. 
Compress the ends together, folding 
the tube in half.

5. Trim excess wire

Use wire cutters to cut the excess 
wire tail flush to the bottom of the 
crimped tube.

Basic Techniques
Here’s the 411 on the basic techniques you’ll need to know to turn your new creations into 

finished jewelry. Good technique is crucial if you want to make jewelry that lasts. There 

is a lot of questionable information out there, but I’m determined to help people learn the 

right way to do things. So yes, I’m a bit of a stickler. Practice until you’ve mastered the 

basics—you’ll be glad you did. I pinky-swear promise.  
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1. Thread wire into EZ-Crimp

Thread the end of the wire into the 
EZ-Crimp end. Place the EZ-Crimp 
end into the large hole at the front 
end of a Mighty Crimp tool. Align the 
shiny sides of the tube with the jaws 
of the pliers.  

2. Squeeze EZ-Crimp

Compress the tube around the wire, 
working up and down the tube and 
pressing hard. Test the wire to be sure 
it is secure. Continue to squeeze until 
the wire is secure. 

Crimping wire with 
an EZ-Crimp end
Beadalon has created a new 
way of crimping that creates 
a seamless and clean finish 
for your designs. The EZ-
Crimp end is a metal wire 
end that you attach to your 
wire using a special pair 
of pliers.  

1.  Grasp ring on either side 
of break

Grasp the jump ring on either side of 
the break in the tips of the jaws of 2 
pairs of chain-nose pliers. (Or use a 
pair of bent-nose pliers.) 

2. Open ring laterally

The key to opening a jump ring is to 
open the jaws in opposition to each 
other instead of outward from the 
center. If you open a jump ring by pull-
ing the ends apart, the metal becomes 
stressed, and the circle loses its 
shape. Open the ring laterally so that 1 
end is moving toward you and 1 end is 
moving away from you. 

3. Close ring laterally

When you are ready to close the 
jump ring, grasp the ends in your pli-
ers and move them past each other 
as you did before, gently compressing 
them together as you move them. 
Move the ends past each other again, 
but this time you should feel them 
click into place. This means you’ve 
created tension, and the jump ring 
should remain closed. If they don’t 
click, keep passing them while gently 
compressing them together until they 
are secure.

Opening and Closing a Jump Ring
Opening and closing a jump ring properly is important if you want to keep your jewelry 
from falling apart easily. Use good-quality jump rings and follow these simple steps.

Z2066__FM 1_19.indd   15Z2066__FM 1_19.indd   15 10/22/08   10:15:27 AM10/22/08   10:15:27 AM

(From Beyond the Bead by Margot Potter, 2009; Courtesy of CreateMixedMedia.com)

http://www.shopmixedmedia.com/product/beyond-the-bead/?r=cmmpdf010111Z2066
www.createmixedmedia.com


1. Bend wire above bead
After threading a bead onto a head pin, bend the wire at a 
90° angle flush to the top of the bead.

2. Trim wire
Cut off the excess wire, leaving a 1⁄8" (3mm) tail.

3. Create loop
Grasp the tail in the very front end of your round-nose pliers 
and bend it over itself into a loop.

Turning a Loop
When creating dangles or beaded chains, you’ll need to create wire loops. 
Here’s how to execute this simple maneuver.

Finished loop
Your bead should have a round loop at the top when you 
are finished. At first your loops may look more like p’s than 
o’s, but with practice they will improve.
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1. Bend wire above bead
Thread a bead onto a head pin, and 
grasp the wire at the top of the bead 
with round-nose pliers.

2. Loop wire around pincer
Use your fingers or a pair of chain-
nose pliers to bend the wire around 1 
of the pincers to form a loop.

3. Twist wire around base of loop
Use chain-nose pliers or your fingers 
to firmly coil the wire around the 
base of the loop until the coiled wire 
reaches the top of the bead.

Making a Wrapped Loop
For a more secure finish, create a coiled wire loop. 
This takes practice, but it’s well worth the effort.

4. Trim away wire tail
Cut off the excess wire with wire cutters.

5. Tuck in wire end
Use chain-nose pliers to tuck the remaining wire into the 
bottom of the coil.
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Making a Wire Hook
If you’re in a pinch for a clasp, you can always make your own. This simple wire hook can double 
as an ear wire if you sand the exposed wire end. Make sure your wire gauge is thick enough for the 
hook to maintain its shape during regular use.

1. Cut wire piece
Cut a 4" (10cm) piece of 18-gauge (or 
higher) wire.

2. Loop end of wire
Grasp an end of the wire with round-
nose pliers and turn a small loop.

3. Create U shape
Bend the wire over your pointer finger 
to create a ‘u’ shape.

4. Trim off end of wire
Cut off the excess wire, leaving a 1⁄8" 
(3mm) tail.

5. Bend wire tail
Bend the wire tail slightly with your 
fingers or round-nose pliers.

6. Turn looped end perpendicular
Use chain-nose pliers to bend the loop 
upward at a 90° angle from the front of 
the hook. Sand the wire end for com-
fort, if desired.
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