
Making Basic Wire Rivets

Learn the mysteries of cold connections. Robert 
Dancik, author of Amulets and Talismans, will teach 
you all about basic wire rivets, both functional and 

decorative.

Cold connections are perfect 
for the home jewelry artist 
and in this tutorial Robert 
Dancik will teach you about 
one of the easiest: the rivet. 
In this technique from his 
book Amulets and Talismans, 
Robert instructs on the finer 
points of making basic rivets, 
blind rivets, rivets that are 
functional and those that are 
also decorative.

To learn more about or purchase 
Amulets &Talismans by Robert 
Dancik, click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com

Amulets & Talismans is published by North Light 
Books, an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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Rivets
Wire, nail and blind rivets are all used throughout this book, and each has its own characteris-
tics and references. One requirement of all these rivets is that the hole into which the rivet is 
placed is the exact size of the rivet material used. It’s not diffi  cult to do, just make sure the drill 
bit you use is the same size as the rivet material. The size for both is given in each project. In 
order to keep the rivet from fl attening when the second end is hammered, place the material 
on a thin piece of leather. For the demo images here, I’m using large-scale models, along with 
the actual materials, to make it easier to see.

1.  Begin by cutting a piece of wire about 1" (3cm) long 
(this will allow for easy handling). Drill the hole for the 
rivet the same size as the wire you selected. Note that no 
matter what type of cutter you use, you will have a bevel 
at the end of the wire. 

2.  The bevel needs to be fi led off  so the end of the wire 
is fl at and perpendicular to the length of the wire. It’s 
also important to remove the tiny burr that forms from 
fi ling the end of the wire. The best way to do this is 
to gently pull the fi le backward around the tip of the 
wire, taking care not to round over the end.

Basic Wire Rivet

3.  Insert the wire into the hole by grasping it about ½" 
(12mm) down from the tip with fl at, smooth-faced 
jaw pliers and twisting it up through the hole. Take 
care not to rock it back and forth, or this will widen 
the hole. The wire should protrude from the hole about 
the thickness of two playing cards (make yourself two 
stacks of two playing cards taped together and punch a 
hole through each stack).

4.  To trim the other end of the wire, turn the piece 
upside down, with the cards on the bottom and the 
wire through the holes in the cards. With the metal 
faceup, put two more cards, with a hole punched 
through them, over the wire and trim the wire fl ush 
with the cards. 
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5.  File the point off  this end as well. You can leave the 
cards in place to protect the surrounding area and fi le 
right down to the surface of the cards.

6.  Using a round-faced hammer, tap around the edge 
of the wire to form the rivet head into a mushroom-
shaped dome. Turn over the piece and form the head 
on the other side in the same way. A fl at hammer will 
form a fl at head that is very sharp at its edges and will 
catch and potentially tear anything it rubs against, so 
using a round-faced hammer really is preferable.

Blind Rivet
There are two reasons this is called a blind rivet. One reason is that if you use the same metal for 
the background and the rivet, the rivet can’t be seen. The other reason is that the rivet is entirely 
fl ush with the surface, so it can’t be felt either. Even if not used for holding, this is a great way to 
have smooth metal dots as surface decoration in your work. It’s important to remember that the 
surface needs to be fi led and sanded after the rivet is set, so this rivet is not for a fi nished surface.

1.  Begin as in step 1 above. Before you insert the wire into
the hole, form a bevel on one or both sides of the hole
by placing a triangular scraper into the hole and
twisting it around several times (alternately, a drill bit 
slightly larger than the hole size may be used to form 
the bevel, but make sure to do it by hand and not with 
an electric drill). 

2.  Hammer the rivet as in step 6 above so it spreads and 
fi lls the bevel around the hole. File the dome of the 
rivet fl ush with the surface of the metal.
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