
Take-Note Notebook Cover

Never again will you spend way too much time at the local 
office supply store trying to find just the right notepad. Make your 
own with the help of Tonia Davenport. 

Mixed media artist and author Tonia Davenport shows you how 
to deconstruct one of those office supply store notebooks and 
then reconstruct it again, using unique yet everyday materials, 
including plexiglass. So go ahead, 
make your own take-note notepad 
cover and take the doldrums out 
of your next meeting. It will make 
you the envy of everyone in your 
department!

Plexi Class is published by North Light Books, an im-
print of F+W Media, Inc.

To learn more about or purchase 
Plexi Class by Tonia Davenport, 
click here.
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2 pieces of Plexiglas cut to the exact size of 
the cover of the steno pad

steno pad

assorted tissue papers

spool of 18-gauge wire

wire cutters

½" (1cm) diameter knitting needle

paintbrush

marker

fine-grit sandpaper

Dremel tool with sanding attachment (optional)

pliers

2 small clamps

hand drill

9⁄64" (4mm) drill bit

awl

matte medium

tape

brayerRemember doodling 
during lectures? Or 
during long phone 
calls? Try doodling a 
cover for a journal 
instead of a note pad.

take note notebook cover

Whether you’re at the office or in the grocery store, others will take note 

of your uniquely handcrafted notepad cover. The cardboard covers of 

traditional steno pads can be difficult to write on, and when everyone in 

the office has the same one, it can be easy to lose your notes in the shuffle. 

Take the doldrums out of your next board meeting with this spiffy project 

that will make you the envy of everyone in your department.

Z1753 Plexi pgs 100-123.indd   107Z1753 Plexi pgs 100-123.indd   107 2/7/08   3:04:08 PM2/7/08   3:04:08 PM

(From Plexi Class by Tonia Davenport, 2008; Courtesy of www.CreateMixedMedia.com)

http://www.shopmixedmedia.com/product/plexi-class/?r=cmmpdf010111Z1753
http://www.CreateMixedMedia.com


1›› Remove coil from pad
Tape the sides of the steno pad tightly to hold 

it securely together. Use wire cutters to cut the 

crimped ends off of the wire coil at the top of the 

pad, and unravel the coil from the pages. Discard the 

wire coil. 

2›› Trace holes onto Plexiglas
Peel off the tape, and remove the steno pad’s cover 

and the cardboard backing. Keep the pages of the 

pad held together. Lay a piece of Plexiglas flush 

on top of the cardboard backing, and tape them 

together. Use a marker to trace each of the holes 

across the top onto the Plexiglas. Discard the cover 

and cardboard backing.

3›› Drill holes on both panels
Use a hand drill and a 9⁄64" (4mm) drill bit to drill 

through each hole you marked in step 2. Lay this 

piece of Plexiglas flush on top of the other piece 

and tape them together. Carefully use the top piece 

as a template to drill holes across the top of the 

bottom piece.

4›› Adhere decorative paper collage
Use a fine-grit sandpaper to sand both sides of 

both pieces of Plexiglas. Use the sandpaper or a 

Dremel tool with a sanding attachment to smooth 

the edges and corners. Cut or rip some papers that 

complement each other, and arrange them on your 

work surface in a layered collage until you like the 

results. Brush matte medium on the back of one of 

the Plexiglas panels, dabbing the brush to eliminate 

any strong brush strokes. Press the bottom layer of 

collage elements into place, brayer (if your papers 

are big enough to allow you to do so without get-

ting matte medium all over your brayer), and top 

with another coat of matte medium. Continue in this 

fashion until your collage is complete. Finish with 

a final coat of matte medium and let it dry. Sand 

the edges to eliminate any excess paper. Repeat 

for the other panel.

ONE

TWO

THREE

FOUR
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5›› Punch holes through paper
Use an awl to poke clean holes down through the 

paper-coated side of each panel where you drilled 

holes in the Plexiglas in step 3.

6›› Create new spiral binding 
Count the number of holes in your steno pad. Start 

unwrapping wire from the spool and wrapping it 

tightly in a coil around the knitting needle until you 

have the same number of coils as there are holes in 

your steno pad. Leave about ½" (1cm) of extra wire at 

the end before cutting it with the wire cutters. Stretch 

the coil out to about the width of the pad.

7›› Reassemble pad with new covers
Place the plastic covers on either side of the steno 

pad, lining up the holes at the top, and clamp 

both sides together. Trim 1 end of the wire to the 

beginning of the coil. Thread your wire coil through 

both covers and the pad until it is reassembled. 

Use pliers to crimp both ends of the coil so it will 

not unwind.

FIVE

SIX

SEVEN
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