
Creating Textures with Encaustic

Patricia Baldwin Seggebruch, author of Encaustic 
Workshop, shows you basic techniques for both 

smooth and textured wax effects and provides several 
examples of what’s possible when you work with this 

amazing medium. 

Texture is what working 
with encaustic is all about. 
Whether you want to create a 
finish that is smooth as glass 
or a deep, three-dimensional 
image, you can accomplish 
that … with wax. Learn more 
with these techniques from 
Encaustic Workshop!

To learn more about or purchase 
Encaustic Workshop by Patricia 
Baldwin Seggebruch, click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com

Encaustic Workshop is published by North Light Books, 
an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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ACHIEVING TEXTURE
Texture is what working with encaustic is all about. Whether you want to create a finish 

that’s as smooth as glass or produce a deep, three-dimensional image, you can accomplish 

it with wax. On the following pages, I will show you the basic smooth application and the 

basic texture application. Then we’ll experiment with adaptations of each throughout the 

rest of this book.

Apply color to 

warm surface

Begin this process with a warm board. 
Brush a fairly even layer of color over 
it, trying to not overlap the application 
too much. (An uneven layer of color can 
make the fusing process more difficult.)

primed board
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SMOOTH APPLICATION

Smooth layers varying in thickness can be used to create a finished look as well 

as to embed and layer images, papers, elements and words. Here you’ll see the 

effects you can create by simply painting two layers of color and fusing between 

each application. Any number of layers can be applied to create varied effects. 

Just keep in mind that each layer needs to be fused before the next is added.
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Fuse painted surface

Fuse the layer with a heat gun. You 
may see some uneven areas or even 
missing color; that’s OK for now.

3
Apply a second 

layer and re-fuse

Brush on a second layer of color and fuse 
to create a consistent, solid layer of color. 
This second application often takes care 
of any unevenness or missed spots from 
the first layer. 
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TEXTURED APPLICATION

This technique can be used to add depth to any encaustic painting. At a less 

abstract level, it can be used to produce interesting foliage, branches, grass and 

landscaping details in realistic work. It can even be used with small hog bristle 

brushes to create beautiful, ethereal trees.
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Apply color to cool board

Start with a cool, primed board. (If you start with 
a warm board, the texture you’re able to create 
using this technique is more limited.) Using a 
dry, coarse brush (this one is made from hog 
bristle), apply color over the board, varying the 
directions of your brushstrokes.

Fuse, cool and apply 

second coat

Fuse the layer of color with a quick hit of 
the heat gun, just enough to change the 
appearance from dull to shiny. Let it cool 
completely. Apply a second color using 
the same dry-brush action as in the first 
application. Again, let the surface cool.

Layer colors and fuse

Continue applying layers of color, fusing and 
letting the board cool between each layer. I prefer 
to work my colors from light to dark, creating a 
“glow” of light color coming through the deeper 
color layers, but feel free to experiment with 
different effects.

Continue until 

texture is rich

Continue until you create a look you like. 
Here, I’ve used just five layers to create 
this beautifully rich and textured effect.
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primed board 

encaustic paints in 

colors of your choosing

heat gun or 

other fusing tool
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PASTELS

This alternate example of the 

textured application shows how, 

by building layers in this manner, 

deep crevasses and thick hills can 

ultimately be created.

MINTY

This piece is another example of the visual 

and tactile texture that can be created using 

the textured application technique shown on 

the previous page.
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SPOT ONT
This encaustic collage is

created by papers 

layered in the encaustic and 

covered with a thick, smooth 

application of medium. 
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