
Vintage Fabric Backgrounds

In this project from Kimberly Santiago and Collage 
Playground, you’ll use beautiful vintage fabric as a 

background support for the focus of this pretty, easy-
to-make collage. Vintage fabric is easy to find at flea 
markets and thrift stores and maybe even in your 

own attic or closet!

Kimberly Santiago, author of 
Collage Playground, will show 
you how to build an image 
or scene on fabric using a 
variety of bits and pieces. 
You’ll then see, step by step, 
how to attach the fabric it 
to stretcher bars and how to 
finish your corners and edges. 
Why even wait until tomorrow?

To learn more about or purchase 
Collage Playground by Kimberly 
Santiago click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com

Collage Playground is published by North Light Books, 
an imprint of F+W Media, Inc.
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Tomorrow
This is a great example of stretching vintage textiles on can-
vas stretcher bars. In this project, I use a piece of vintage fab-
ric as my support, adding other collage components before 
stretching it onto the canvas stretcher bars. Look at your 
vintage textiles. Do you have fabric that can be a support for 
your mixed-media projects?

MATERIALS

acrylic paint in rose, 
crimson, green and white

palette

matte medium

paintbrushes

18" × 18" (46cm × 46cm) 
green fabric

iron

fusible webbing

11" × 11" (28cm × 28cm) 
vintage  handkerchief

text of the word 
“tomorrow”

one sheet of vellum

Double Tack 
Mounting Film

color copier

image of a woman

1 sheet of pastel 
colored paper

proportion wheel

scissors

4 14" (36cm) stretcher   
bars

staple gun

COLLAGE ELEMENTS

Altered Book Page

Vellum Element featuring 
a graphic illustration of a 
sewing technique
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1. Paint background fabric
Pour the acrylic paints onto the palette. Dilute the acrylic 
paint with matte medium; one dot of medium to four dots 
of paint. Look at your fabric background and embellish 
areas with acrylic paint. Brush the paint on the fabric with 
a small flat brush. After you have achieved the desired 
effect, allow the paint to dry. 

2. Layer items with fusible webbing
Following the manufacturer’s directions, iron fusible web-
bing to the textile and Altered Book Page. Iron the hand-
kerchief in the center of the painted background. Allow it 
to cool. 

Layer the book page in the center of the handkerchief 
and adhere it with the hot iron. Allow it to cool before 
continuing.

3. Add embellishments
Select embellishments from your Collage Elements stash, 
such as text and Vellum Element of graphic illustrations. 
Adhere these elements to the textile using the Double 
Tack Mounting Film.

4. Fuse woman to textile
Copy the image of the woman onto the pastel colored 
paper and enlarge or reduce the size of the image if 
desired. Following the manufacturer’s directions, iron fus-
ible webbing to the image of the woman. Using the scis-
sors, cut the image out. Fuse the woman to the Altered 
Book Page with the iron. 

If desired, add more Collage Elements. 
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5. Assemble stretcher bars
Connect the stretcher bars to form a frame.

6. Stretch art onto frame
On a clean surface, lay the art facedown. Place the stretch 
frame on top of the fabric. Fold the edge of the fabric 
over and then pull the fabric tight and staple to the frame. 
Repeat on the opposite side.

7. Fold corners
After you have the two opposing sides stretched and 
stapled, fold the corners and staple; this process is similar 
to folding the edges on boxes or gifts. The objective is to 
have a tightly pulled corner, without bulky fabric. It may 
be necessary to use scissors and cut away some of the 
excess fabric. 
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