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I take inspiration for a lot of my art from phrases, axioms and, in this case, from a 
song title. Words are a great jumping off point for coming up with ideas for mixed 
media art creations. Including words in an art piece increases the interaction of the 
viewer as well as provides a context for the visuals. Printing out the text I use and 
adhering it to a strip of wood or masonite gives it a special emphasis. But words and 
phrases can also be created by pressing alphabet stamps into clay or hand-molding 
individual letters. A shadow box frame or any box with an adequate depth can be used 
as a “stage” for the components of my assemblage. Creating assemblage components 
using clay alternatives gives me an almost infinite number of options and we all need 
as many options in our art supply arsenals as we can get.

Reference chapters (You will need to reference the following chapters in order to 
make this project): 
Resin Clay, Plaster, of Paris and  3-D Casting

wooden box or shadow box
¼" thick MDF or plywood 
strips
fabric roses
plaster
acrylic wash
screw eyes
waxed linen thread
Amazing Casting Resin 

small glass bottles
Enviro Tex Lite Clear Pour-On 
Resin
silicone press mold of a rose
Apoxie Sculpt, red
acrylic soft gel
epoxy gel glue

Everything’s Coming Up Roses
by Patricia Chapman

Materials
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Cut strips of MDF and your typed sentiment. 
Glue the type onto the MDF strips using soft gel.

Cast a plaster head and apply a color wash.

Paint your box and glue paper inside.

Trim the MDF strips to the desired size using a 
craft knife.

Cast 3D roses using red Apoxie Sculpt.

Add a crackle finish to your box if desired
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Drill two small holes in the bottom edge of the 
box and the piece of MDF that will hang from 
the box.

Attach the MDF strip to the box by wrapping 
waxed linen thread through the eye screws and 
tying.

Insert screw eyes into the drilled holes in both the 
frame and the MDF strip.

Glue a large plaster dipped flower into the box 
using epoxy gel glue.

Glue the other piece of MDF to the box.

Dip fabric flowers in plaster (one larger flower 
and three small flowers). Paint the large flower 
when dry.
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Fill your small bottles part way with resin. Insert 
the flowers and allow the resin to harden

Glue the red molded roses in the box.

Glue the bottlesand the cast head into the box using epoxy 
gel glue.
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What would happen if you stretched your concept of what a bead is? That was the 
question I posed to myself when I came up with the idea for creating a “beaded” 
curtain. For years I have been creating 3D molds of interesting small objects I have 
acquired. After all, if you collect something that is very cool why not make a mold so 
that you can replicate it many times over? Since resin is very easy to drill it is simple 
to make small resin cast objects into beads! I also used Critter Clay to hand mold 
several different shapes and sizes of beads and painted both the resin cast beads 
and the clay beads with the same off-white acrylic paint and wash. Stringing my 
bead creations with natural bone beads gives me a wide variety of forms and shapes 
while maintaining the visual continuity by keeping everything the same color. The 
individual strands are attached to screw eyes affixed to the back of an antique wood 
piece.

Reference chapters (You will need to reference the following chapters in order to 
make this project): 
Clay Casting, 3-D Casting, Critter Clay

antique wood piece
½" plywood or MDF
screw eyes
wood glue
waxed linen thread 
paint and acrylic wash

critter clay
3D molds
Amazing Casting Resin
bone beads
screws, D rings and wire for 
hanging

BEADED CURTAIN
by Patricia Chapman

Materials
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Paint your antique wood piece and your plywood 
or MDF and allow the paint to dry.

Add an acrylic wash to your antique wood piece. 
This will add character and give it an aged look.

Add your hanging hardware to the plywood 
piece. Attach your plywood to the antique wood 
piece using screws. 

Drill holes into the edge of the plywood and screw 
in screw eyes (I added eight screw eyes but you 
can add however many work for your project).
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Cast your objects/beads, add holes and let them 
set. Then paint or washthe beads and let them dry.

Tie your first bead to a length of waxed linen 
thread. You don’t need to leave much if any thread 
on one side of the bead because this will be the 
bottom bead on this strand.

Continue typing beads onto the thread until you 
have a strand of the desired length. Tie off the 
thread, leaving several inches for tying to the 
screw eyes. Repeat until you have as many strands 
as desired.

Tie each string to a screw eye. Knot several times 
for security.
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In this day and age of social media, not much is secret. This is my shrine to all the 
secrets of the past and to those who guarded them. Besides being a history buff, 
creating a contemporary shrine would not tell the story in the same way. I would have 
to use an old cell phone case for the shrine I guess. So not me. How would you tell 
your story?

Reference chapters (You will need to reference the following chapters in order to 
make this project): 
Paperclay, Plastic Modeling Pellets &  Strips

foam core
Creative Paperclay
stamps
Friendly Plastic Strips
found objects
E6000
paint and acrylic wash

SEGRETO
by Darlene Olivia McElroy

Materials
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Cut the foam core inot the shape of an arch.
Slightly dampen the foam core. Roll out a thin 
slab of clay and lay it over the foam core. Trim 
the excess clay.Stamp into the clay with various 
items to add texture. Allow to clay to dry.

Drybrush a second color of paint (a metallic 
works nicely here) over the texture to add high-
lights.

Paint the clay-covered arch and allow the paint 
to dry.

Heat aplastic strip and adhere it to the piece. 
Stamp into it while it is still warm to add texture.

Add your found objects using E6000 glue.
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I am a California girl by birth and at heart, and I love spring as it’s the start to warm 
weather. Many of my paintings have to do with gardens, spring and rebirth. So this 
is my salute to my little friends who come in the summer and feast on the garden’s 
sweet nectar.

Reference chapters (You will need to reference the following chapters in order to 
make this project): 
Paperclay, Molding Putty, 

Amazing Molding Putty
Creative Paperclay®
acrylic paint
embellishments/found objects
E6000

My Garden Friend
by Darlene Olivia McElroy

Materials
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MAkING My GARDEN FRIEND 
This piece goes inside an old clock frame that I found at a flea market. I cast a vintage hummingbird pin with 
molding putty, then cut a disk out of stamped clay and let it dry. Next I added a dimensional flower to the clay, let 
dry, and then painted all the pieces. After placing the pieces in the frame, I added ApoxieSculpt vines and leaves to 
the frame.

Form a didk from PaperClay and stamp it to all 
texture. Allow it to dry and then paint it. Allow 
the paint to dry.

Handform simple flower shapes from Paperclay and 
allow them to dry. Affix the flower shapes and the 
cast hummingbird to the disk with E6000.

Drybrush a second color of paint (a metallic 
works nicely here) over the texture to add 
highlights.

Paint the hummingbird and flower as desired.

Continue to paint and 
embellish the disk as 
desired. Paint and embellish 
your clock frame or other 
found object frame as 
desired. Glue the disk to the 
frame using E6000.
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