
Amazing Artist’s Apron

No matter if your fabric stash is made up of cute 
prints or hand-dyed leftovers, this apron will make the 

most of those fabric bits.   

Sew together those beautiful 
pieces of fabric in your stash 
to create this artist’s apron. In 
Sharing Stitches by Chrissie 

Grace, Liz Lamoreux teaches 
you how to sew this easy 
apron filled with pockets 
to help you keep all your 

supplies at the ready. Or better 
yet, swap fabrics with your 
artist friends and make an 

apron that’s useful and full of 
inspiration!

To learn more about or purchase 
Sharing Stitches by Chrissie Grace 
click here.

www.CreateMixedMedia.com

Sharing Stitches is published by North Light Books, an 
imprint of F+W Media, Inc.

http://www.shopmixedmedia.com/product/sharing-stitches/?r=cmmpdfcd052711Z6066
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http://fwmedia.com/GeneralMenu/
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(From Sharing Stitches by Chrissie Grace, 2010; Courtesy of createmixedmedia.com)
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amazing artist’s apron
Designed by Liz Lamoreux

Aprons have long been considered a utilitarian item deemed 

necessary for any successful cook in the kitchen. Liz Lamoreux 

has taken the idea of a standard kitchen apron and designed 

an ingenious, functional artist’s apron. This apron contains 

pockets for various working items such as scissors, paint-

brushes, pens and pencils, a seam ripper, or any other item 

you use regularly. Wearing it can save you from wasting your 

precious studio time looking for the items you need close 

at hand. It’s super-convenient for teachers who like to have 

instant access to chalk, markers and hand sanitizer. It’s also a 

great idea for working artists who spend time at artist or craft 

shows. This apron would make a wonderful gift, and the fabric 

combinations are endless! Use pieces from your scrap pile to 

mix and match with your swap fabrics.

m a t e r i a l s
fabric from swap

fabric in coordinating colors

sewing thread

twill tape

Note: To complete the project, the swap 
fabrics should total at least 1 yard (1m).

t o o l s
iron and ironing board

rotary cutter and mat

scissors

sewing machine

straight pins

transparent ruler 

Note: Use a ½" (1.5cm) seam allowance 
unless otherwise noted.

Spare a Square
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3Cut 20 2½" (6.5cm) squares of different swap 
and coordinating fabrics. Sew the squares 
together to create a strip about 8½" (21.5cm) 
long. Repeat this step 2 more times to make 3 
patchwork strips. Trim the strips to make them 
exactly 8½" (21.5cm) long.

4Sew the strips together, alternating solid and 
patchwork strips randomly. Use a rotary cutter, 
mat and transparent ruler to evenly trim all the 
sides. Press the seams.

1To make the apron as shown, cut front and 
back pieces measuring 11" × 25½" (28cm × 
65cm). Cut 2 twill tape ties to fit the wearer. 2To make the pocket piece, cut 9 strips of 

swap and coordinating fabrics measuring 8½" 
(21.5cm) long and 2"−4" (5cm−10cm) wide.

      T IP

These steps will make an apron 10" × 24½" (25.5cm 

× 62cm); you will need to adjust the front and back 

fabrics of the apron to make it larger or smaller. 
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7Quilt the pocket in the desired design. (I used 
lines because you can use the patchwork 
seams as guides.) 8Pin the pocket to the right side of the front 

apron piece; attach it to the fabric with a ¼" 
(6mm) seam on 3 sides, leaving the top open. 
Pin the pocket at 1½" (4cm), 4½" (11.5cm) 
and 11" (28cm) from the left side and sew 
down the pocket at the pins to divide the 
pocket into 4 sections. 

5Cut 4 6" × 8½" (15cm × 21.5cm) blocks of 
swap fabric to line the back of the pocket. Sew 
the blocks together. Trim the pocket lining to 
the same size as the pocket front.

6With right sides together, sew the pocket lining 
to the pocket front. Leave a 2" (5cm) opening 
at the bottom for turning. Clip the corners 
and turn the pocket right side out. Press, 
making sure to press the opening evenly. Your 
pocket should measure approximately 8" × 20" 
(20.5cm × 51cm). 
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9Fold the end of each twill tape tie twice to hide 
the unfinished edge. Sew the fold down, secur-
ing it adequately; I used 2 rows of stitching. Pin 
each unfinished edge of the tie on the left and 
right front side of the apron, ¾" (2cm) from 
the top. The unfinished edge of the tie should 
line up with the unfinished edge of the fabric. 
Baste the ties in place and remove the pins. 

10Place the loose ends of the ties on top 
of the apron front. Place the apron back 
over the apron front, right sides together. 

Be aware of the ties in order to avoid sewing 
them where they do not belong. Sew around 
the apron, leaving a 2½" (6.5cm) opening for 
turning. Clip the corners.

11Turn the apron right side out and press. 
Sew around the apron with a ¼" (6mm) 
seam to finish and close the opening. 
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